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Term and Year of Offering:

Spring 2015.
Course Number and Title:

cs492, Societal Implications of Computer Science.
Instructor:

Bill Cowan dc2111 x34527 wmcowan@cgl.uwaterloo.ca.
Teaching Assistants:

Marta Kryven,
Carolyn Lamb.

Course Newsgroup:

defunct.
Course Email:

cs492@cgl.uwaterloo.ca
Email sent to this address goes to the instructor and the TA.

Course URLs:

http://www.student.cs.uwaterloo.ca/~cs492/cs492/index.html.
These pages give information for previous offerings of cs492.

http://www.cgl.uwaterloo.ca/~cs492/cs492/s17/index.html.
These pages give information specific to the Spring 2017 offering
of cs492.

Lecture Times:

13.30 – 14.20 monday, wednesday, friday.
Lecture Room:

mc4060
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1. Course Description
This course examines the ways that computers change society, and vice
versa, through reading, discussion and, most importantly, writing.

2. Course Objectives
At the end of the course successful students will have:

1. a better awareness of society-computer co-evolution,
2. improved ability to listen and persuade in a medium-sized group, and
3. better skills at expository writing.

3.  Important Dates
Assignment 1 due:

Wednesday, 10 May [Week 2]
  Assignment 2 due:

Monday, 5 June [Week 6]
 Assignment 3 due:

Monday 26 June [Week 9]
 Assignment 4 due:

Monday, 24 July [Week 13]

4. Important Skills Required for this Course
Reading.

You can’t do anything that counts for marks without having read
and understood the readings provided. If you are a fluent reader
in English you should expect to spend about two hours a week
reading. Your mileage may vary.

Discussing.

Of the course marks 70% are given for presentations (RPEs) and
discussion. Originality, quality and quantity are all taken into
account in assessing these marks: quantity is least important. You
can’t get these marks if you’re not in class.

Writing.

This course is not a place for learning how to write essays: It is a
place for improving the writing of students who have already
mastered the basics of essay-writing. Students having problems
with the basics of writing English will be directed to the Writing
and Communication Centre where experts are available to help
you with these problems.

5. Text, References, and Documentation
All the information needed to complete the course work is available on-
line. The course web pages link to it.

All readings are links to pages maintained by the copyright owners. If
you make copies of the pages you may be violating copyright.
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6. General overview of topics to be covered
The topics of the course vary from term to term. This term they include

1. economic growth,
2. artificial intelligence,
3. those who are left behind by automation,
4. careers in computer science,
5. sexism,
6. social media,
7. trolling,
8. fake news,
9. privacy,

10. hacking, and
11. politics.

7. Electronic Resources
Readings for the course are linked from the course web pages. There is
much more relevant material on the web. Beware! Many contributors to
the web are not geniuses: almost all are less intelligent than you are, and
many are not even competent.

IST, in its wisdom, has decided to discontinue support for newsgroups
on campus, so the course newsgroup, uw.cs.cs492, no longer exists. A
Piazza group exists for students who wish to discuss course work.

Unfortunately Piazza data mines content placed on its site. The
instructor will not make it a course requirement that student work must
be data mined. Therefore, while the teaching assistants and the instructor
monitor Piazza all questions pertaining to course organization and policy
will be answered in class.

8. Marking Algorithm
The final mark for the term will be computed according to the following
weighting.

1. Assignments are essays, varying in length, marked by the instructors
and returned. They are marked for content and for style: we expect
students to read and learn from the comments we put on the essays.
Thus, our marking on style gets harder as the term progresses.

Assignments 30%

Class Participation 35%

RPEs 35%
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9. Assignment Evaluation
Each of the five assignments is a short essay, written in a style and on a
theme described on the assignment web pages. The purpose of the
assignments is two-fold, to help you consolidate what you learned from
readings and in-class discussion, and to give you detailed constructive
feedback on your writing.

The instructor and teaching assistant mark the assignments by marking
up the copy you hand in. Half the marks are given for content; the other
half are given for writing style and presentation. (You probably can,
however, find other ways to make your essay hard to read. If so, you will
lose marks.)

If, on receiving a marked assignment, you have complaints or requests
for clarification, they should be made to whomever marked your work
within one week of the return of the marked assignments. Beyond one
week, there is no mark alteration.

10. Late and missed assignments
No late assignments will be accepted. Any assignment missed or
submitted late will be assigned a mark of 0.

11. Submitting assignments and getting them back
Assignments are submitted in class during the first five minutes of the
lecture on the day they are due. They are returned in class after they have
been marked.

12. Examinations
There is no final examination.

13. The Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection Act
The Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection Act (FIPPA) states
that third parties should not be able to obtain information about a student
without their consent. The instructor tries to manage handling of student
work, including in class discussion, in a way that respects students’ privacy.
If you feel that any aspect of the course violates your privacy please
contact the instructor.

14. Copyright
At the University of Waterloo students own the copyright for the material
they produce as part of taking courses. Some of the material you write for
this course needs to be read by other students. We make this possible by
posting it on the course web site. In doing so there is no presumption that
this material is in the public domain. Students, for example, own the
copyright to the statements they produce for the RPEs, just as the
instructor and that TAs own the copyright to the descriptions of the RPEs.



cs492 Course Information

June 11, 2017 6:04 pm 5 / 6

15. Questions
Questions about assignments, due dates, or other course related matters
may be directed to the instructor during class or or by e-mail. You are
expected to attend class and to read e-mail directed to your uwaterloo.ca e-
mail address. Questions may also be directed to the teaching assistants or
instructor during office hours. Any answers that we deem to be of general
interest will be discussed in class.

The instructor provides office hours on demand whenever his door is
open, which is about nine hours a day.
Important. The registrar of the university distributes to the instructor an e-
mail address for each student in the class. Mailing lists for sending e-mail to
sections of the class are constructed from these addresses. In Spring 2017
they are addresses in the uwaterloo.ca domain. Every student should
ensure that he or she is receiving e-mail at that address.

16. University mandated information
16.a. Academic Integrity
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the
University of Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty,
trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.1

16.b. Grievance
A student who believes that a decision respecting some aspect of his/her
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for
initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70,Student Petitions and Grievances,
Section 42. When in doubt please contact the department’s administrative
assistant who will provide further assistance.

16.c. Discipline
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity3, to
avoid committing an academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/
her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an
offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g.,
plagiarism, cheating) or about ‘rules’ for group work/collaboration
should seek guidance from the course instructor, academic advisor, or the
undergraduate Associate Dean. For information on categories of offences
and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71, Student
Discipline4. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of
Penalties5.

1. www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/
2. www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
3. www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/
4. www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
5. www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
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16.d. Appeals
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions
and Grievances), other than a petition) or Policy 71 (Student Discipline)
may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a
ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 (Student Appeals)1.

16.e. Note for Students with Disabilities
The Office for persons with Disabilities (opd), located in Needles Hall,
Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange
appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without
compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require
academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please
register with the opd at the beginning of each academic term.

1. www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm


