
Neophiles and Neophobes: The Consensus 
Should self-driving cars be allowed on the road today? 

 
After a discussion among both the teams and the stakeholders, we have reached a consensus 
that self-driving cars should be allowed on the road as early as possible, but not before specific 
issues have been resolved. Overall, everyone agrees that self-driving cars are the next step in 
transportation innovation. They can help people save time and are much safer than human 
drivers. They are also the perfect solution for people who are currently unable to operate a 
regular car, such as the disabled and elderly. 
 
We agree that a future with only self-driving cars on the road is ideal. This could solve many of 
our current traffic problems and prevent accidents due to human error. However, before this 
future can become a reality, there are several important details that need to be clarified 
including whether the ownership of self-driving cars should fall under the government or the 
individual, how our roads and car manufacturers should handle regular cars, and what the driver 
requirements should be. 
 
An issue that was heavily discussed was whether self-driving cars should be privately or publicly 
owned. Currently, regular cars are privately owned so it makes sense to do the same for 
self-driving cars. However, this would mean an initial low rate of adoption as most consumers 
are not in the market of buying a new family car. On the contrary, if self-driving cars were owned 
by the government and implemented similar to a taxi system, this new technology could be 
adopted faster, thus reaching our ideal future for self-driving cars sooner. 
 
Another point on which we disagreed was how the transition to having only self-driving cars on 
the road should involve regular cars. The Neophiles wanted a quick transition, which also meant 
a quick abolition of regular cars. They thought that the best way of getting to our ideal future for 
self-driving cars was to immediately and permanently halt the production of regular cars. 
However, the Neophobes advised against such a harsh transition and feared resistance from 
society by making regular cars obsolete. Cars are a staple in our modern lives and many people 
love their cars as they are one of life’s bigger purchases. It is unclear how people would react to 
such an abrupt change. 
 
Finally, there were concerns surrounding the driver requirements for self-driving cars. The 
Neophiles trusted self-driving cars more and suggested that drivers would not need extensive 
knowledge of driving. They wanted people who were previously unable to operate a regular car 
to take advantage of self-driving cars. However, the Neophobes were more cautious and 
suggested that drivers would need to know how to operate the vehicle should the autopilot ever 
fail, such as during times of emergency and malfunction. While this concern can be solved if 
self-driving cars become fully autonomous, it is unclear when this technology will be fully 
developed and trusted. 
 



In conclusion, self-driving cars can be a huge benefit to society and we should try to get them 
perfected and on the roads as soon as possible. The ideal future for our roads would involve 
only self-driving cars. However, before that is possible, the concerns that we previously 
mentioned in this consensus must be resolved. 


