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We are a research group composed of techno-optimists and we represent the interests of the 
western world. The issue at hand is whether or not technology is a force for good that can keep 
us safe from our enemies. Specifically, the discussion will focus on various forms of cyber-
warfare as well as drone strikes. We believe that imposing meaningful regulations on these 
technologies is undesirable and in some cases infeasible. 
 

Drones 

In recent years, drones have found widespread use in taking out militants in the middle east.  By 
one estimate, 95% of targeted killings since 9/11 have been conducted by drones [1]. There has 
been severe international backlash against drone strikes as critics argue that the resulting 
civilian casualties are unacceptable. We acknowledge that this is a problem that should be 
mitigated as much as possible by employing improved imagery (more technology) and an 
appropriate strike-approval protocol. However, one must keep in mind that war is never pretty. 
In the words of general Patton “The object of war is not to die for your country but to make the 
other bastard die for his” [2]. Compared to alternatives such as a ground invasions or traditional 
airstrikes, drones reduce casualties on both sides. Drone strikes are better suited for eliminating 
isolated terror cells without the need to attack an entire country. We argue this is a clear case of 
technology keeping soldiers safe. With the advent of an educated, secular populace, we no 
longer have hordes of fanatics willing to cross the world to fight foreigners. We must play to our 
strengths and make use of our technological superiority. Wars can be won by the ingenuity of 
scientists and engineers instead of by the blood of our youth. 
 

Cyberwarfare 

Cyberwarfare is another issue that has been receiving a lot of press lately. There have been 
accusations of Russia interfering with the US presidential election. There have also been 
several leaks indicating that the US is not only spying on its enemies but also on its allies. We 
believe regulations on cyberwarfare to be infeasible. Hackers have no borders. It is hard enough 
to pinpoint the location of an experienced hacker; determining whether he is government 
sponsored or freelance is nigh impossible.  Even if you could prove government sponsorship, 
what would the consequence be? Should cyberwarfare be escalated into real warfare? We do 
not believe regulations are a solution. The solution is to be more technologically adept then our 
enemies. We must invest heavily to develop superior methods of surveillance and counter-
surveillance. We must remain vigilant and not trust our enemies to abstain from cyberwarfare 
lest we lag and lose our advantage. 
 
In conclusion, we believe the question can be reduced to one of trust. Do you trust your 
government to protect your interests? We believe most people’s answer is yes. Do you trust 
your enemies to respect regulations? We believe most people’s answer is no. So, we urge you 
to do away with silly regulations that cripple your own country while creating a façade of safety. 
May the best tech win. 
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