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1 Internet Privacy

In the cyber world, people often argue that collecting data from users’ private in-

formation on social media application is a violation of people’s freedom of speech. This

is a common misconception that the public thinks government agencies are requesting

tech companies to provide a “backdoor” to people’s phone and social media accounts.

The government simply wants a “front door” approach with clarity and transparency

as well as clear law enforcement guidelines. It provides the information and evidence

that can help national security agencies investigate crimes and prevent future terrorist

attacks. All court orders and legal processes will be followed by the government to ob-

tain any private information on civilians. This information will aid crime investigations

and prosecutions, further enhancing the efficiency of criminal arrests and justice juris-

dictions. Technology firms are fully capable of offering exclusive access to authorities

without causing risking security breaches that might risk revealing user’s personal in-

formation to hackers. Moreover, in order to use free services such as WhatsApp, Gmail

and cloud services, customers are informed with a privacy agreement which indicates

all the potential uses of users’ data, including disclosing private information to the gov-

ernment. There are many paid applications in the market that has rigorous encryption

to users’ data. [2] [3] [4]
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2 Boarder Security

A recent poll conducted by Ipsos Public Affairs indicates that the majority (51%)

of Canadian agreed that “terrorists pretending to be refugees who will enter Canada to

cause violence and destruction.” Research findings have concluded that in the majority

of terrorist attacks against Western countries from 2010 to 2017, most suspects involved

in the attack were from the country in which the incident occurred. Specifically, it

analyzed a total of 55 major attacks (multiple casualties, at least one person killed) to

discover that in 42 of the incidents, the suspect identified originated from that same

country. Although an overwhelming majority (76%) of these attacks were domestic in

nature, the essence of this issue is that this number is still far from 100%. That is,

Canada has still suffered hundreds of casualties over the past seven years at the hands

of foreign born terrorists, a problem we would not have if we had been slightly more

diligent at our airports and manned border crossings.

In the Ipsos poll referenced above, the remaining participants were divided as

such: 32% disagreed with statement, and the remaining 18% expressed that they were

not sure. It is this very uncertainty that our entire argument is based on. Immigration

authorities believe in human rights just as much as the next person and understand that

everyone is entitled to a certain level of privacy, but it is the government’s responsibility

to be 100% certain that an immigrant or refugee are who they claim to be and leave 0%

doubt that they could in fact be a terrorist. It is their responsibility, as border agents

and airport officials, to do everything it takes to ensure the well-being of all Canadians,

including checking people’s phones or social media profiles. In other words, better safe

than sorry. [1]
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