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Quantity over Quality 

One of the main benefits of social media is the ability to keep up with and manage a very large 

list of “friends”. This enables us to keep a connection alive with many people which would never 

be possible through regular interaction. While this connection is not as deep as one cultivated 

through regular interaction, there are many situations in which having a large network is more 

beneficial that having a deep one. When searching for a job, social networks like LinkedIn 

provide an easy way to reach out to colleagues that work at a company you are targeting. 

Without the network, it is likely that old colleagues would lose touch.  When looking for a 

relationship, social networks as well as dating websites allow us to meet a wide variety of 

potential partners, increasing the chances that you will meet someone who shares your 

interests. If you are moving to a new city or travelling, it is easier to reach out to someone you 

know that lives there if you have been keeping up with each other over social media. Social 

networks allow us to maintain a quantity of relationships that was never possible. 

Common Interests 

Social media provides an environment for like-minded individuals to interact with one another. 

These platforms allow users to remove communication barriers and extent their voices to a 

larger audience. The sub-communities that are created provide spaces for open discussion and 

collaboration across the world. We see the importance of online communities for introverts that 

find difficulty in communicating with social groups. They can connect with other people that 

share their discomfort with social interaction and discuss ways to combat their shy demeanor. 

Online communities on social media are also an important catalyst for social change.  

News of terrorist attacks on social media displays how the online community bands together to 

fight for change and the elimination of violence in the world. Without a platform to find like-

minded individuals, our voices can not be heard. 

Improved Migrant Experience 

With the increase in economic migration where people from lower wage countries migrate to 

higher wage countries, social media allows families to stay together and help migrants better 

integrate into their destination culture as shown in a University of Oxford study [1]. Social media 

allows the sharing of life experiences with loved ones despite physical distance. The broadcast 

nature of social media allows migrants to efficiently share with all their overseas friends and 

family at once without bearing the costs of airfare or expensive international phone and internet 

calls. More events are being organized over social media, making them public to anyone with an 

account. Migrants can better integrate to the new culture around them with the visibility of 

these events allowing them to make new connections as well as learn the ways and customs of 

their new country. Social media has enabled the successful migration of many individuals by 

allowing them to maintain ties back home, and get involved with their new community. 


