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“Nothing to Hide” is a false premise 

Many people respond to discussions around government surveillance with the 

“Nothing to Hide” argument. The crux of the argument being that government 

surveillance initiatives pose no threat to privacy unless they uncover illegal activities. 

As Solove explains, “The underlying assumption that privacy concerns hiding is false, 

privacy is sharing information on one’s own terms” (Solove 2008).  Therefore, such 

an argument causes citizens to have a false sense of security from such surveillance 

programs and intrusions of personal privacy. 

 

In addition, programs such as collecting social media usernames at the border are a 

reversal of our justice system. In any other circumstance, the government is required 

to justify breaching the rights of its citizens and visitors through a legal process such 

as obtaining a warrant. It could be that in revealing usernames of social media 

accounts, border agents discover information that is contrary to government opinion 

or perhaps even personal opinion, motivating them to deny entry to a visitor on 

unreasonable grounds. In fact, the Privacy Commissioner of Canada has stated “The 

Government is, quite simply, using [terrorism] as an excuse for new collections and 

uses of personal information ... that cannot be justified by the requirements of anti-

terrorism and that, indeed, have no place in a free and democratic society” (Schneier 

2006) further emphasizing the fact that people inherently have a right to privacy and 

that the “Nothing to Hide” Argument oversimplifies the issue of privacy versus 

security.  

 

They don't need our usernames 

It's unreasonable to request our usernames at the border.  To legally enter this 

country at a border crossing, a person must have a passport or other travel 

documents (Government of Canada 2017) to prove they are who they say they are.  

Within those documents are at least the person's full name, gender and date of birth. 

Most Facebook profiles can be found with just that information.  

There are also many people who don't have a Facebook account, or haven't used it 

in such a long time that they don't remember their username. Therefore, requesting 

a person's Facebook username is unreasonable since not everyone may even have a 

Facebook account, and if they do, it can usually be found with the information already 

provided by a person's legal documents. This includes people who have created 

accounts under a pseudonym since Facebook accounts can be found using emails and 

phone numbers as well as a person's name (Facebook 2017). 

 

 



Privacy is a necessary boundary 

The judgement, values, and cultures of society greatly influence the actions and 

behavior of its individuals. Privacy is the separating space that allows a person to 

balance these pressures and discover what they personally believe is important, 

enabling self-development. As people lose their privacy, they become increasingly 

wary of how others will perceive their actions and conform to societal norms. 

(Cohen 2013) 

If Canadian border agents required a person to disclose their social media usernames, 

they will surely lose a sense of freedom. With the knowledge that their online activity 

can be traced back to them, people may become anxious that the government will 

find something unappealing about them and suffer consequences as a result. For 

example, an individual’s application for permanent residency in Canada could be 

prolonged over the fact that the government found out that they jokingly liked a pro-

North Korea Facebook page as a teenager. 
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